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Update Process

The Downriver Linked Greenways Initiative Addendum, 

Marketing Brochure, and Website Template were 

spearheaded by the DLGI co-chairs, Anita Twardesky, 

of Riverside Kayak Connection, and Mary Bohling, of 

Michigan Sea Grant. The Downriver Community Conference 

again served as fiduciary for the project and the update 

was funded with assistance from corporate sponsors US 

Steel, Marathon Ashland, and DTE Energy Foundation. 

Representatives from the corporate sponsors provided input 

and review during the development process. 

Once draft documents were complete, the DLGI held 3 

stakeholder input/review meetings with assistance from 

local State Representatives Barbara Farrah, Ed Clemente, 

Gino Polidori, Hoon-Yung Hopgood, Kathleen Law, and Kate 

Ebli. The 3 input meetings were held:

March 18, 2008  §

Stinson Center 

Ecorse

March 18, 2008  §

Gibraltar Community Center

March 24, 2008  §

Van Buren Township Offices

Input from these meetings was incorporated into the final 

products. The complete Addendum, Marketing Brochure, 

and Website Template were unveiled at the Downriver 

Summit held on May 12, 2008 at the Flat Rock Community 

Center. 

History of DLGI
At the 1999 Downriver Summit Meeting, it became 

apparent that there was a significant need in the Downriver 

area to improve on quality of life issues. One of the quality 

of life issues raised by major employers in the area stated 

that families and employees need connected walking and 

biking paths. From there, former Representative George 

Mans and Congressman John Dingell spearheaded the 

start of the Downriver Linked Greenways Initiative (DLGI) 

meetings to gauge the various communities level of interest. 

It soon became clear that local and regional interest in the 

development of connected, non-motorized trails was very 

high. Around the same time, the Detroit River had been 

designated a National Heritage River, making additional 

funding and resources available for improvements to the 

riverfront.

After several meetings, it was evident that a Master 

Plan was needed if the Downriver communities wanted 

to present a united front and apply for funding. Many of 

the Downriver communities as well as private institutions 

contributed funding for development of the original 

DLGI Master Plan. The intended purpose of the 2001 

DLGI Master Plan was to coordinate the Downriver 

communities’ development efforts in regard to non-

motorized transportation. Rather than planning, designing 

and constructing non-motorized facilities to benefit only 

individual communities, the DLGI had the foresight and 

vision to embrace a plan that benefits the greater good. 

The DLGI believed in the wisdom of establishing a Primary 

Downriver System which feeds and links into a rapidly 

forming regional and state-wide system. 

After the original Master Plan was completed in 2001, 

the DLGI communities and partners were quick to begin 
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implementation focusing on the design and construction of 

the East-West Connector, the North-South Connector, a 

Wayfinding Manual, and cooperative efforts related to the 

International Wildlife Refuge, Heritage River Water Trail, 

Byways to Flyways, the formation of a Michigan Recreation 

and Parks Association Trails Committee, implementation of 

local trail connectors into the larger non-motorized system, 

and much more.

Progress and Happenings
Since the publishing of the original Downriver Linked 

Greenways Initiative Master Plan in 2001, numerous related 

efforts, activities, and initiatives have moved forward 

with positive affects on the Downriver region. These are 

highlighted in this update to illustrate the ever expanding 

resource-based efforts that closely correlate with the goals 

and mission of the Downriver Linked Greenways Initiative.

Wayfinding Manual

A Wayside Companion book was developed for the 

Downriver Linked Greenways Initiative in 2003. The 

manual, developed by the National Park Service, is a 

product that evolved out of requests that the NPS receives 

from outside the National Park System for interpretive 

training, assistance, and planning.  The Wayside Companion 

is a manual illustrating various design ideas and standards 

for developing wayfinding exhibits and interpretive signs. 

The manual also depicts a template for coordinated 

wayfinding signage for the Downriver Linked Greenways 

Initiative system including colors, fonts, logo, and layout.

Cooperative Conservation Conference – St. Louis

The White House Conference on Cooperative Conservation 

was held in August 2005 in St. Louis, Missouri to showcase 

the best cooperative conservation initiatives across the 

country and establish a conservation agenda for the 21st 

Century. In total, 37 conservation projects nationwide 

were highlighted at the conference including cooperative 

conservation efforts in southeast Michigan. Representatives 

from Downriver Linked Greenways, Michigan Sea Grant, the 

Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge and DTE Energy 

were invited to discuss the fact that the Detroit-Windsor 

Metropolitan Area offers world-class water, wildlife, 

heritage, and recreational opportunities and is becoming a 

model for cooperative conservation and enhanced quality 

of life. The transformation in the area was the result of 

many public-private initiatives (such as DLGI) “working 

synergistically to deliver cooperative conservation.”

Connecting Michigan Plan

The year-long efforts of 10 task forces on statewide trail 

issues culminated in 2007 in the release of "Connecting 

Michigan: A Statewide Trails Vision and Action Plan", 

a report issued by project partners: Michigan Trails and 

Greenways Alliance, the National Park Service Rivers, 

Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program, and Michigan 

Recreation and Park Association Trails, Greenways, and 

Blueways Committee. The task forces each covered 

distinctly different topics:

Funding  §

Programming  §

Promotions  §

GIS statewide trails mapping  §

On-road connections to trails  §

Private property easements  §

Multi-use trail design standards  §

Advocacy support  §

Regional collaboration  §

State and local interdepartmental coordination §

The deliberations of these task forces comprised of over 

100 individuals resulted in 39 goals and 109 action steps. 

Four overarching goals emerged which form a framework 

for an interconnected trailway network that connects every 

region of the state. 
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Noquemanon Trails Network Top of Michigan Trails Council

Saginaw Bay Greenways

GreenWays Initiative

Southwest Michigan Alliance 

for Recreational Trails

West Michigan Trails and Greenways

Susan Brian (906) 228-6182

info@noquetrails.org

www.noquetrails.org

Traverse Area Recreational 

and Transportation Trails

Downriver Linked Greenways

Macomb County Trails

Oakland Trails Advisory Council

St. Clair County Trails

Tom Woiwode  (313) 961-6675

twoiwode@cfsem.org

http://greenways.cfsem.org

Peter Deboer (616) 363-6884

trailwaypete@sbcglobal.net

Bob Otwell   (231) 941-4300

bob@traversetrails.org

www.traversetrails.org

l l 

Marcy Colclough  (269) 925-1137 x 25

colcloughm@swmicomm.org

John Crumm   (586) 469-5285

john.crumm@co.macomb.mi.us

www.wadetrim.com/resources/macomb/index htm

Anita Twardesky (734) 626-5465  

anita@riversidekayak.com

Mary Bohling  (313) 235-9159  

bohling@msu.edu

c/o Conservation Fund

Melissa Prowse  (248) 858-4611  

prowsem@oakgov.com

http://www.oakgov.com/parksrec/

program_service/trails_intro.html

Mark Brochu   (810) 989-6960 

mbrochu@stclaircounty.org

www.stclaircounty.org 

Genesee Regional 

Trails Network

www.flintriver.org/greenlinks

 68 

Mike Kelly (989) 892-9171
kellym@conservationfund.org

hpeterson@co.genesee.mi.us

Kalkaska Area Recreational 

and Transportation Trails
Bob Burgin (231) 258-3307 and Tom Sheneman

kswcd@torchlake.com

Heart of Michigan Trails Network
Bob Moore (517) 244-7191

bmoore@ingham.org

Rogers Cityy

Ann McDevitt (231 348-8280

info@trailscouncil.org

www.trailscouncil.org

Huron Greenways Initiative

Diane Rekowski  (989) 732-3551

www.hurongreenways.info

drekowski@nemcog.org

Heidi Peterson (810) 766-6565

c/o Northeast Michigan Council of Governments

Regional Trail Initiatives
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Ensure that Michigan's trailway stakeholders have  §

ready access to technical resources and best practices 

from Michigan and beyond, and across all the many 

facets of trailways planning, acquisition, development, 

maintenance, operations, and advocacy. 

Improve Michigan's financial, maintenance, and  §

marketing resources necessary for developing, 

promoting, enhancing, and sustaining a statewide 

interconnected trailway system. 

Improve coordination and communication, encourage  §

cooperation, foster new partnerships to support 

trailway planning, development, management, and 

programming that enhances the trailway experience. 

Provide Michigan's trailway stakeholders with a  §

compelling statewide trailway vision and a tactical plan 

to achieve and market the vision.

The Plan and accompanying endorsements are now 

being used to build momentum for funding, legislative 

action, and advocacy which will drive the implementation 

of the Connecting Michigan plan. Michigan Trails and 

Greenways Alliance will monitor the progress of the plan 

as well as undertake many of the action steps in addition 

to encouraging other groups to take the lead on other 

recommendations. MTGA will also dovetail their work with 

the Governor's state trails initiative, "Michigan Trails at the 

Crossroads: A Vision for Connecting Michigan", since the 

two plans work very well together. Coordination will also 

occur with the Governor’s State Trails Advisory Council to 

improve communications between state, regional, and local 

trail entities and diverse trail user groups.

MRPA Trails, Greenways, Blueways, and 

Open Spaces Committee

The Michigan Recreation and Parks Association formed the 

Trails, Greenways, Blueways, and Open Space Committee 

in 2006. The Committee promotes a statewide network 

of trails, greenways, and water trails and also works to 

enhance the movement of trail advancement nationally and 

statewide to the trail community. Recreation opportunities 

are also promoted to enhance quality of life, influencing 

landscapes and diverse accessibility.

Discover our Wild Side

The “Discover Our Wild Side” project is an initiative 

spearheaded by the Metropolitan Affairs Coalition (MAC) to 

coordinate and promote the multitude of water, wildlife, and 

recreational activities and destinations within the southeast 

Michigan and southwest Ontario region. The Discover 

Our Wild Side campaign has partnered with numerous 

stakeholders and agencies such as the Detroit River 

International Wildlife Refuge, the Essex Region Conservation 

Authority, Michigan Sea Grant, the Downriver Linked 

Greenways Initiative and others to identify and promote 

the world-class resource based recreational opportunities in 

the region. Examples of events and opportunities promoted 

under the Discover Our Wild Side campaign include the 

Metroparks, State Game Areas, County Parks, the Detroit 

Heritage River Water Trail, Byways to Flyways, Detroit 

RiverWalk, the Downriver Linked Greenways Initiative, and 

much more. 

Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge

The Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge is located 

along the lower Detroit River and western shoreline of Lake 

Erie. It was established in 2001 as the first International 

Wildlife Refuge in North America. The authorized refuge 

boundary includes islands, coastal wetlands, marshes, 

shoals, and waterfront lands along 48 miles of shoreline. 

The Refuge includes over 5,000 acres of land and focuses 

on conserving, protecting and restoring habitat for 29 

species of waterfowl, 23 species of raptors, 31 species 

of shorebirds, over 100 species of fish, and a total of over 

300 species of birds. A schematic plan for the Refuge 

Headquarters site in Trenton has been developed in 

partnership with Wayne County. 

In 2005, the independent, non-profit International Wildlife 

Refuge Alliance (IWRA) formed to build the capacity of the 

US Fish and Wildlife Service to deliver the mission of the 

Refuge. The IWRA helps to protect wildlife and support 

wildlife dependent recreational uses such as hunting, 

fishing, photography, wildlife observation, interpretation, 

and environmental education. The mission of the IWRA is 

to support the Refuge by working through partnerships 

to protect, conserve and manage the Refuge’s wildlife 

and habitats, and to create exceptional conservation, 

recreational and educational experiences to develop the 

next generation of conservation stewards. In 2007, the 
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IWRA hired an Executive Director to help connect people 

to the Refuge, help improve quality of life, and provide an 

exceptional conservation experience in southeast Michigan.

Byways to Flyways

The Byways to Flyways project is a Bird Driving Tour 

completed in 2007 by the International Wildlife Refuge 

Alliance under the leadership of Michigan Sea Grant, and 

was made possible through funding from the Wild Birds 

Unlimited, Inc. Pathways to Nature Conservation Fund, in 

partnership with the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation.  

Metropolitan Affairs Coalition and U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service, along with a variety of local organizations also 

contributed to the project. The Windsor-Detroit metro area 

offers exceptional opportunities for birding enthusiasts due 

to its location at the intersection of two major flyways 

and over 350 species of birds that have been recorded in 

the region. A Byways to Flyways brochure was developed 

that features detailed descriptions of 27 sites across 

IWRA hired Ex utiv Di ct  t help ct pl

courtesy of hamilton andersoncourtesy of hamilton anderson

Belle Isle

Cedar Creek Conservation Area

Crosswinds Marsh Wetlands Interpretive Preserve
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SongbirdsRaptorsShorebirdsWaterfowl & Water Birds

A Little Bit About Each Of The Bird Categories

Waterfowl & Water Birds  Waterfowl are ducks, geese and swans.  Other birds such as gulls, terns, herons, rails, and similar species 

are closely associated with water and wetland habitat and are included for the purposes of this publication.  The Detroit River and Lake Erie are critical

areas for these birds for nesting, migration staging, and wintering.  A thriving nesting colony of Great Blue Herons and Great Egrets can be obserareas for these birds for nesting, migration staging, and wintering.  A thriving nesting colony of Great Blue Herons and Great ved on 

Stony Island in the Detroit River, visible from Grosse Ile’s East River Road.  During severe winters, huge numbers of waterfowl can be found in ice-free

areas of the Detroit River or offshore on Lake Erie.  Common wintering species include Canvasback and Common Merganser. 

Shorebirds    Many shorebirds are sandpipers, but not all shorebirds are associated with sandy beaches or shorelines at all!  Killdeer are the most 
familiar shorebird and are found in all kinds of open habitats, including ball fields and parking lots.  American Woodcocks are short-legged, long-billed 
shorebirds found in damp wooded areas with nearby open spots where males perform their remarkable aerial displays at dawn and dusk in early spring.  
Most other shorebirds are found along coastal locations.  The Lake Erie shoreline comprises some of the only shorebird habitat in the Midwest designated by
the Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network.  Southbound migration begins as early as July.  Places to view shorebirds include Pointe Mouillee

State Game Area, Sterling State Park, Erie Marsh, Holiday Beach Conservation Area and Hillman Marsh Conservation Area.

Raptors    Raptors are sharp-taloned, hook-billed birds of prey such as eagles, hawks, kites, and falcons – owls and vultures are also in this group. 

Around two dozen species of raptors visit our area annually.  During autumn migration, diurnal raptors (those active during the day) concentrate near the mouth 

of the Detroit River.  Two of the best places in eastern North America to see this often spectacular event are Holiday Beach Conservation Area in Ontario and 

Lake Erie Metropark in Michigan.  The biggest variety occurs in October, but September can have show-stopping numbers of birds, with tens of thousands of

Broad-winged Hawks heading south.  It’s a must-see!

Songbirds  Although songbirds are technically members of a large suborder of birds known for their vocal ability, this publication includes birds such as 

woodpeckers and hummingbirds in this category.  Songbirds include American Robins, Blue Jays and Black-capped Chickadees, as well as warblers, flycatchers, 

orioles, and sparrows.  Songbirds are so diverse they may be found in nearly every habitat.  Warblers and thrushes are most often found in forest and edge

habitats; sparrows inhabit grasslands and old fields.  Many species adapted to urban environments and appear in backyards and at bird feeders, such as the 

Northern Cardinal, American Goldfinch, and Red-bellied Woodpecker.  Arguably, one of the continent’s finest locations to observe spring migration is at Point Pelee

National Park in Ontario.  In May, the park is awash in songbirds concentrated into a fairly small area where they are often easy to see, wearing their finest spring 

plumage.  Check out the Natural Area at the University of Michigan-Dearborn – on peak days there is just as much variety, but fewer people.

Atlantic Flyway

Mississippi Flyway

Central Flyway

Pacific Flyway

North American 
Migration Flyways

Experience World-Class Birding 
Right In Our Backyard!

 “I came to the birds relatively late in life.  For almost thirty-seven years, I didn’t understand

       birdwatching.   I remember how eccentric, how curious, even mysterious I found the activity. 

           Who were these tens of thousands of people with sensible shoes, a predilection for 

      parliamentary raingear, and an almost risable devotion to birds?

      I like to encounter the unexpected, . . . because the trail is unpredictable and

   you can’t see beyond the surrounding foliage, you never know quite what to expect. 

You might even discover some unanticipated aspect of self; for birds,

in dream theory, are symbols for the personality of the dreamer .”   
Excerpt from The Bedside Book of Birds by Graeme Gibson, council member of World Wildlife Fund Canada

and is chairman of the Pelee Island Bird Observatory.
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o
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d
e
r
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o
u
n
d
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a
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t
e
s
 you than the clear wild laughter of the loon.”  Celia Thaxter, Seaward, Poems    “Imagine if birds were tickled by feathers.  You’d see a flock of birds come by, laughing hysterically!”  Steven Wright, Comedian       “. . . ornithologists are tall, slender, and bearded so that they can stand motionless for hours, imitating kindly trees, as they watch for birds.”  Gore Vidal, Armageddon? 

”Birds sing after a storm; why shouldn’t people feel as free to delight in whatever remains to them?”  Rose Kennedy        “A bird does not sing because it has an answer.  It sings because it has a song.”  Chinese Proverb   “I value my garden more for being full of blackbirds than of cherries, and very frankly give them fruit for their songs.”  Joseph Addison, The Spectator, 1712
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the Windsor-Detroit metro area known for their birding 

opportunities – including eight Important Birding Areas, 

providing both novice and expert birders the best times of 

the year to see some of the region’s most notable feathered 

friends – the waterfowl, shorebirds, raptors, and songbirds 

that call this region home or pass through as part of their 

annual migration. 


